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	Item no.
	Report

	1
	Recruitment of replacement Clerk
In that past month I have taken part in the shortlisting and interviewing of candidates for the replacement clerk. Now that we have made an appointment I am working together with existing Clerk and Chair in developing a training plan.

Ahead of the new clerk taking up their position I have also been reviewing our HR policies, these have been submitted to the council for review and proposed adoption at the August meeting.

	2
	Grass Cutting – Urban Highways Mowing (NNC Responsibility)
On Wednesday 5th August I met with Cllr Freegard to review recent responses received from NNC & Kier Highways to enquires we have made about Urban Highways Mowing in the village this summer. Cllr Freegard will provide an update on this.

	3
	Cricket Club
The first two weeks of Sunday morning youth sessions have attracted 18 & 22 participants respectively, this has been a very encouraging start. 

The club is also pleased to report the midweek side recently won the Geddington Midweek League, this secured the clubs first trophy since 2009.

	4
	Pavilion Issues
Steve Ellis is exploring the possibility of installing child locks on the kitchen cupboards which contain cleaning materials

Andy Chambers was unable to quote for the replacement external door for the home changing room and recommended we seek the services of a carpenter. Please could councillors pass the details they would recommend, alternatively we could seek recommendations for the job via our Facebook.

On Wednesday 5th August I received an email from Wave Utilities advising of a potential leak. I investigated this with Steve Ellis on the morning of Thursday 6th August. We found that the meter was constantly running, this appears to be due to an issue with the toilet in the Referees Room where the cistern was overflowing causing a constant flush. The float was reset to the normal position at which the overflow stopped, the meter was then observed to no longer indicate a constant flow. I will keep this under review over the coming days, if the problem returns we will likely need a plumber.

	5
	Colour Run & Funday Events
Having been present at both events I want to record my congratulations to the PSA committee for another well run Colour Run event and to Cllr Freegard for all his efforts in organising a successful Fun Day. Both were great events enjoyed by a wide cross-section of the community.
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	1
	Urban Mowing Update

Since last month’s council meeting, I have received correspondence from NNC, Kier, Councillor Eddie McDonald and Councillor Fraser Wright's Freedom of Information request.

On Friday 17th July, I received a response from Joe Mayes, Customer Experience Officer at Kier Highways (Reference: NNC-SP-931). The response confirmed:
· The first urban grass cut in Gretton was completed on 6th May 2026.
· Some areas were left uncut due to parked vehicles preventing safe access.
· The highway grass-cutting programme was stated to consist of a minimum of two cuts per year.
· Kier's Supply Chain Operations Manager would attend site during the second cut, scheduled for the week commencing 20th July 2026, to identify locations where access issues were preventing grass cutting and to consider improvements for future visits.

On Wednesday 22nd July 2026, Cllr McDonald shared the response to his Member Enquiry (MEM3964) from Barclay Quarton, Senior Improvement Officer at North Northamptonshire Council. The response confirmed:
· The third and final grass cut of the year was due to take place at the end of August.
· A copy of the current urban mowing map was provided. 
· The current map does not include the verges on Hunts Field Drive, despite these appearing on earlier versions of the map, including the 2022 edition.
· The map incorrectly includes the Gretton Village Green, which is owned and maintained by Gretton Parish Council rather than forming part of the adopted highway.

I have shared the 2022 mowing map with Cllr McDonald and request that he seeks clarification from North Northamptonshire Council as to why Hunts Field Drive has been removed from the current mowing schedule and why the Parish Council-owned Village Green has been included.

On Monday 27th July 2026, The Parish Clerk received an email from Aarron Parry, Stakeholder Engagement Officer at Kier Highways, confirming:
· Grass will not be cut within one metre of parked vehicles for safety and operational reasons.
· The mowing map provided was the same version previously supplied by Barclay Quarton.
· Kier requested that the Parish Council review the map and confirm that the marked areas are highway verges.

I have replied to Kier confirming that, except for the Village Green shown in the lighter colour, all highlighted areas are highway verges. I have also highlighted that Hunts Field Drive verges are missing from the current map, despite being included on the 2022 version, which I have also sent them.

Finally on Wednesday 29th July 2026
North Northamptonshire Council responded to Councillor Wright's Freedom of Information request, confirming:
· The urban mowing contract provides for three scheduled grass cuts per year.
· The third and final cut was expected to take place around 28th August 2026.
· Information relating to the contract value and detailed service specification was withheld on the grounds of commercial sensitivity.

The FOI response stated that a copy of the mowing map would be attached; however, it was omitted from the email received.
Councillor Wright has requested that the missing attachment be provided.
Status as of 5th August 2026:
Awaiting a response from the North Northamptonshire Council Information Governance Team regarding the missing map.

On Wednesday 6th August I and Councillor Wright met to discuss all of the documents received and to discuss how to go forward

There are still some inconsistencies and contradictions arising from the information received, I have created a separate report/Recommendation that I will send to the Clerk and all Councillors to read and note regarding this.


	2
	Gretton Annual Family Funday

Firstly, I'd just like to say a huge thank you to everyone who helped make this year's Gretton Annual Family Funday such a fantastic success.

I've now checked through all the finances, and I'm really pleased to say that we've made a profit of over £925. The final figure will be confirmed once the Friends Group hold their debrief meeting in a couple of weeks, but this is a fantastic result and something im incredibly proud of.

Before this year's event I said that I wouldn't be organising next year's Funday. After taking some time to reflect, I've had a change of heart. I'm happy to organise it again next year, provided I have more help with the initial planning and organising from the outset.

The weeks leading up to the event involve a huge amount of work and sharing that workload would make a massive difference. If we can build a bigger organising team, I'm confident we can make next year's Funday even bigger and better than this year's.


	3
	Council@TheCafe

Unfortunately, this month’s event was cancelled due to councillors being on holiday or having other plans.

It would be good if we can finalise a calendar so that future events aren’t cancelled as it is a great way to engage with the residents of the village. It would be great if all councillors could help us with this as some of our residents don’t even know who is on the Parish Council and it would be a great way to meet them. As mentioned before, only 2 councillors are needed to attend each event and it’s on the 1st Saturday of each month from 11am – 1pm at Lydias Café. 

I have also spoken to our PCSO Ali, regarding her joining us at a few of these events and I await a response from her.

	4
	Orchard Group

I purchased some goods on behalf of the orchard group from the funds that they received from a grant, most of these items have now been delivered, however a few are still outstanding as Wickes decided to delete items from the original order. I will purchase the outstanding items before the meeting.


	5
	Skip Removal

The skip that was purchased by the Friends of Group for the use of the funday rubbish and the sports clubs in the village (Cricket, Football, Netball, Rounders) has unfortunately still not been removed by Mick George. The original date of collection was 27th July, I contacted them on the 29th of July to inform them that it was full and needed collecting and they informed me that it would be collected on the following Monday (3rd August) However I called them again on the 4th and they told me that the pickup driver could not find it. I have since emailed them a map of its location and photographs. I am awaiting a response from them reading a pickup date. I have also informed them that we will not be liable for any overfilling of the skip as a result of their failure to collect it. I have also informed Residents via Facebook that it is not to be used by residents.


	6
	Clerk Replacement Vacancy

As part of the finance committee, I took part in the shortlisting of candidates for the replacement clerk role. I’m pleased with the outcome achieved.
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	1
	School
· Will be meeting with the new Head in September.

	2
	Bus Service
· Have spoken regularly with Herewood Homes re High Street road closure, and at time of writing (4 August), although difficulties have been encountered with drain connection work, it is on track for completion.  Update: 7 August – the road closed signs have been collected and High Street is open again.
· During the closure, it is estimated that approx. 20 journeys were made from the temporary bus stop.

	3
	Doctor’s Surgery
· Nothing to report.

	4
	Pocket Park
· Nothing has been raised for the attention of the PC.

	5
	Gretton Nature Recovery Group
· Will be meeting with Jacki Lilley soon to consider alternative options for funding the Gretton Nature and History Trail.

	
	

	
	
















Cllr Clare

I attended the Fun day, helping where I could and being made to wear an ear piece , to look like the Fun day security ! 
Seriously, it was a great day, i spent time talking to people and the stall holders.
The feedback was very good indeed. The day went without a hitch.

Interviewing and reviewing prospective people.fpr the new Clerk role.
We were blessed to have more applicants than i could of imagined and narrowing this down to interviews was difficult.
The quality was very high, but a descion was made.

Ive spent alot of time looking at waste about the village , including the fly tipping at the Harringworth layby. 

I have reached out to Harringworth PC to potentially work togther to try and get to grip with this. Its technically in their parish, but it does affect us all.
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	1
	Play Area.
The condition of the play area continues to deteriorate. The wet pour surface has been repaired multiple times and looks like a patch work quilt in areas. The wet pour is easily picked at by children and you often find pieces of this across the playground and field.
The surface has lasted longer than its warranty and has done its job.
The ongoing repairs will become more frequent and less productive.


	2
	Issues
The base appears on inspection to now not be solid. It is spongy in places and the foundations are loose or have shifted. This is partly why repairs are not viable.
The cost of disposing of the wet pour and finding a contractor willing to dispose of is expensive and a challenge. This cannot just go into landfill.

	3
	Quotes
I have 3 quotes to remove and re surface the park, although these are more than 6 months old now and would need to be redone.
These range from £34K to £55K plus VAT. 

	4





	Grant
I would like to formally ask the PCs permission to start applying for grants to fix this.
However I would like a clear understanding of how this will affect our relationship with NNC.
I also think that given the number of users of the play area and the potential ongoing cost when NNC hand responsibility to Gretton PC that this should be treated as a priority when looking at funds that may be available. It is likely there would need to a contribution to any grant and this is what Im asking for consideration.



