Cllr Clare (Chair) July PC meeting report
Myself and Councillor Freegard, met with the current tenant of the " Old Fire Station ". 
We did a " mini " inspection, to try and get an idea of exactly what was being rented out.
The tenant made us aware of some damp to the rear of the garage.  Potentially coming up from the floor below. Access is via a panel and at that time , the panel was slightly covered.
On the exterior, we noticed a missing or slipped tile and a loose railing.

The water trough below was overflowing with wild watercress, disrupting water flow.
I made a quick call, to a member of the nature recovery group, to see if we could organise something. 
A few days later, i recieved a message, saying it had been cleared, but the vegetation needed to be moved. 
Later that day, i went to remove it, but it had already been collected !! 

I attended the Orchard group meeting and was proud to donate a box of Haribo sweets for their stool on the Funday.

I also met with Northants Ground care to view the village and discuss the mowing, hedge cutting etc around the village.

I attended Coffee with a Councillor with Councillor Curtis. We met a lovely couple and discussed " Wild flower " verges amongst other things.

I have been out as much as possible looking at potholes and other issues as much as I can.


 Overall, id like to think it was a productive month. 

I have had help from other councillors, which is amazing. This is exactly what I hope we can all achieve, working as a team and supporting each other.   Again, I couldnt do it without the team. 

Steve 

Steve Clare
Chair, Gretton Parish Council.
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	Urban Verge Grass Cutting – North Northamptonshire Council

1.1Background
During May 2026, Gretton Parish Council began receiving numerous complaints from residents regarding the standard of urban verge grass cutting undertaken by North Northamptonshire Council (NNC).
Concerns related to incomplete cutting, rapidly deteriorating conditions and increasing safety issues across a number of locations within the village.

1.2. Initial Contact with North Northamptonshire Council
Following the initial complaints, I contacted an officer at North Northamptonshire Council to raise residents' concerns directly.
During this conversation I was advised that operatives would return to Gretton within seven days to complete the outstanding work.
Unfortunately, this return visit did not take place and the reported issues remained unresolved.
As further complaints were received, I subsequently contacted both:
· North Northamptonshire Council Highways
· North Northamptonshire Council Grounds Care Maintenance Team
The responses received were as follows:
· Highways did not respond.
· Grounds Care Maintenance advised that they were not responsible for any areas within Gretton and suggested the matter be referred to Highways.
At this stage there remained no clear confirmation regarding responsibility for the affected verges or when the outstanding works would be completed.

1.3. Escalation to Ward Councillor
As the matter remained unresolved through officer channels, I contacted Ward Councillor Barry O'Brien and supplied him with the latest Urban Verge Mowing Maps for Gretton.
The concerns raised included:
· Numerous resident complaints from:
· Hunts Field Drive
· Southfield Road
· Finch-Hatton Drive
· Fullwell Avenue
· Kirby Road
· Parts of the High Street
· Grass approaching approximately 30 inches in height in some locations.
· Reduced visibility at junctions, road exits and driveways.
· The deteriorating appearance of the village.
· Concerns regarding rodents and other pests.
· Previous unsuccessful attempts to obtain responses from the relevant council departments.
Councillor O'Brien subsequently raised Member Enquiry MEM3588 with North Northamptonshire Council Highways and advised that officers would respond directly whilst copying him into the correspondence.

1.4. Response from North Northamptonshire Council
Following the Member Enquiry, a response was received from Barclay Quarton on behalf of North Northamptonshire Council.
The response advised that the Council would:
· Investigate whether the reported locations formed part of the urban mowing programme.
· Verify the accuracy of the existing mowing maps.
· Consider the reported highway safety concerns.
· Provide a further update.
Despite waiting several weeks, no further update was received.

1.5. Further Follow-up
As verge conditions continued to deteriorate, I contacted Councillor O'Brien again requesting an update on Member Enquiry MEM3588.
I advised that:
· More than two months had elapsed since the matter was first raised.
· Resident complaints continued to increase.
· The issues had also been discussed with officers during the Highways Walkabout, with no subsequent update being received.
· Verge maintenance was scheduled for discussion at Gretton Parish Council's meeting on 13 July 2026.
· The Parish Council would also consider whether to resume responsibility for urban verge mowing using its own contractor.
It was highlighted that, owing to the current condition of many verges, any future local contract would require significant clearance works rather than routine maintenance and that North Northamptonshire Council would need to make a substantial financial contribution should this option be pursued.
Councillor O'Brien advised that he would pursue the matter further with officers.

1.6. Additional Correspondence
Councillor O'Brien subsequently advised that, following a complaint from another resident, both he and the resident had received a further email from North Northamptonshire Council.
Gretton Parish Council was not copied into this correspondence despite the Parish Council leading on the matter and dealing with the majority of resident enquiries.
The correspondence stated that parked vehicles had prevented some areas from being cut.
Whilst this may explain isolated locations, it does not account for the widespread issues identified across numerous roads where parking restrictions are not a contributing factor.

1.7. Latest Response to North Northamptonshire Council
A further response has now been submitted to Barclay Quarton, with a copy also provided to Councillor O'Brien.
Whilst acknowledging the responses received to date, the following information has been requested:
· The date on which the first urban mowing cut was undertaken in Gretton.
· The specific roads or locations where works could not be completed due to parked vehicles.
· Confirmation that all reported locations are included within the current urban mowing programme.
· Details of any locations identified as missing from the current mowing maps.
· The proposed dates for the second urban mowing cut.
· The date on which officers and the supply chain contractor intend to inspect Gretton prior to the second cut.
· If no inspection has yet been arranged, confirmation of when this will take place.
Clarification has also been sought regarding repeated references to verifying mowing maps, despite those maps having been supplied to North Northamptonshire Council on several previous occasions.
The Parish Council continues to receive frequent complaints from residents and requires definitive information in order to provide accurate updates to the community.

1.8. Freedom of Information Request
In order to obtain information not yet provided through normal correspondence, Councillor Fraser and I have submitted a Freedom of Information request to North Northamptonshire Council.
Under the Freedom of Information Act, the authority is required to respond within 20 working days.
It is anticipated that this response will assist in clarifying outstanding matters regarding responsibility, maintenance schedules and operational arrangements.

1.9. Current Position
The Parish Council continues to await:
· Confirmation of responsibility for all affected verges.
· Details of completed and outstanding works.
· Confirmation of future cutting schedules.
· Clarification regarding the accuracy and completeness of the current mowing programme.
· The outcome of the Freedom of Information request.
Updates will be provided to Members as further information becomes available.

Update Received – 13 July 2026
On 13 July 2026, a further update was received from Ashleigh Fluegel, Community Liaison Officer (Highways), North Northamptonshire Council, confirming that Barclay Quarton has received and processed the Parish Council's enquiry.

The correspondence advises that North Northamptonshire Council intends to provide a direct response to Gretton Parish Council by Friday 17 July 2026, with Ward Councillor Barry O'Brien also being copied into the response.

This is the first confirmation received that a substantive response will be provided directly to the Parish Council, and Members will be updated further once that response has been received and reviewed.




	2
	Gretton Annual Family Funday

Planning for the Gretton Annual Family Funday 2026, which will take place on Sunday 19 July 2026, is now nearing completion.

The majority of the event planning has been completed, including the confirmation of entertainment, stallholders, site layout, event documentation, publicity, health and safety arrangements, and event logistics. Only a small number of final confirmations and operational matters remain to be completed prior to the event.

Members are advised that the main access road from Kirby Road into the Recreation Ground will be closed from 11:20am until the end of the event, with access permitted for emergency vehicles only. This is to ensure the safety of visitors and to maintain clear emergency access throughout the event.
All stallholders have been advised of these arrangements in writing and have received an information pack containing event guidance, including setup times, vehicle restrictions, site rules and emergency contact information.

At the time of writing, preparations remain on schedule and the event is expected to proceed as planned.

	3
	Fire station Lease

Myself and Chairman Clare, met with the tenants of the Old Fire Station, we did a small inspection of the area (we could not do a full inspection, due to access limitations). We noticed that there was a lot of damp at the back of the unit, which could prove to be a costly issue for the Council in the future. 

We also notice that the railing round the back of the unit is missing a bolt, and as such is causing a health and safety risk. There is also a missing slate tile.

I feel that the current tenants would be prepared to purchase the unit from the council, if this was to be suggested to them.


	4
	Flowers for Helen

I purchased flowers on behalf of Gretton Parish Council for Helen Heywood, for all her help in assisting Chrissie with the Annual Internal Audit
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	1
	Cover during Clerk’s annual leave
In the past month during Chrissie’s period of annual leave I have covered the Clerk’s mailbox.


	2
	Subsidence Issue:
On 29th June whilst covering the Clerk’s mailbox I shared with councillors a copy of the monitoring report received from the tenants insurance company. They are continuing to ask for the removal of three tree and request an update on our intended course of action.

To ensure councillors are aware of the potential costs if the decision is taken to remove the trees I requested quotes from companies we have used previously for similar works. The Clerk will present these to council during the meeting discussion.

	3
	Pavillion Guttering Repair
Andy Chambers has completed the repair to the guttering and re-fitted the downpipe to allow rainwater to flow into the collection tanks, once sufficient rainfall has occurred the cricket club will be able to make use of these instead of the mains water.


	4
	Recruitment of replacement Clerk
I’ve shared with the Finance Committee a proposed scoring matrix that we can use when reviewing the CVs received to that we can objectively generate a short-list of candidates to be interviewed.
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	1
	My Activity.
I helped along with Steve Ellis and Sam King to mark out the required white lines for this years Gretton School sports day. Steve in his own words is training us for the future when he is unable to do this anymore.

	2
	Opening Hours
The Club is now open 7 days a week. With the recent warm weather its been great to see all ages using the rec ground and cricket, football and rounders have all brought the field alive.

	3
	Whats on
Bingo every Monday. The prize money varies but last week was £300. Not bad for a Monday evening. New players welcome.
Colour Run – Friday 17th June
Fun Day – Sunday 19th June
There will be a duo performing after the fund day and then the world cup final at 8pm.
Chase the Joker – Every Friday. The Jackpot is now £1,875 and the pot for the good cause is continuing to grow.
Darts league is booming and now includes a team from Corby.


	4





	World Cup
Normally this sees a massive boost in takings. The group games and the Mexico game were at bad times and it hasn’t seen the normal lift in takings yet.
However if England continue to do well this will be great for the club.
There have been over 30 young adults watching the games in the gazebo. A great atmosphere and we are very happy to have a space under 18s can watch with their friends.



	5
	Football Presentation.
The club are very grateful to the PC and then to the cricket for moving the game to allow the football presentation weekend. It was a great  success for the football club to demonstrate what Gretton FC stands for and for so many kids and their parents to attend. 
Financially for the club this is a massive weekend and is one of a host of events that help keep the club afloat.
As a side note the club raised £190 through football cards and this was given to Steve Ellis to repay the pitch fee Gretton cricket incurred through moving their match.






	6
	Benches – some of the benches are beginning to show some wear and tear. This is another call to say that if the PC has anyone approach them re benches for loved ones, the club / rec ground would happily take these for use on the field. They are used by all sports teams, the school , the general public and of course users of the club.
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	1
	School
· I have continued to maintain regular contact with the school during the summer term.  Julia Dickinson, Principal, will be leaving at the end of term.  I have the details of the new Principal and will make contact in September to introduce myself and continue to build on the good relationship between the school and GPC.
· The school would be keen to receive a Speed Watch presentation during one of their assemblies, and possibly produce some more posters for around the village.  I will discuss further in September.

	2
	Bus Service
· Significant disruption to the bus service is scheduled when the High Street is closed for up to 25 days from 13 July to 7 August to allow for drain connection work to be undertaken for the Warren Close development.  Various options have been discussed to keep the service running with Hereward Homes, the bus operators and NNC, resulting in an onsite meeting being convened by NNC on 8 July which I attended with Cllr Nicholls.  It was a productive meeting, discussing options and driving possible diversionary routes but ultimately, the best solution for the safety of bus operators, passengers and pedestrians is for a temporary bus stop to be placed on Lyddington Road by Picks Playing Field for the Rutlander service.  Gretton Good Neighbours will assist in transporting people who can’t make their own way to / from the bus stop, if sufficient notice and volunteers are available.  This option will at least keep the bus service running.  The Lawsons bus service will divert their bus up / down Rockingham Hill and come into Gretton via Corby Road to reach the village hall.   I have placed a notice in the bus shelter outside the village hall advising of the location of the temporary bus stop.
· For information, the one year anniversary of the Rutlander Bus Service is on 2 August – sadly, the road will be closed at this point!

	3
	Doctor’s Surgery
· Nothing to report.

	4
	Pocket Park
· Nothing has been raised for the attention of the PC.

	5
	Gretton Nature Recovery Group
· Unfortunately, the GNRG and History Trail application for funding from the National Lottery was not successful.  Will be working with Jacki Lilley to consider alternative funding options. 

	6
	Gretton Community Orchard
· Cllr Clare attended the most recent meeting (18.06.26) as I was not available to attend.
· Next meeting 20.08.26.

	7
	Warren Close Development
· Having established contact with the Project Manager with regard to the bus service, I had a useful conversation with him about the recent removal of a section of the stone wall bordering the High Street.  Confirmed that this was to enable the drain connection work to take place and the wall will be rebuilt when completed.  He also confirmed that no trees had been touched during this work, and appropriate tree protection has been installed.



