

The Seven Principles of Public Life; Selflessness, Objectivity, Openness, Leadership, Integrity, Accountability and Honesty.

Minutes of the Meeting of Gretton Parish Council held on Monday 10 August 2026 at 7.30pm at Gretton Village Hall, 61 Kirby Road, Gretton NN17 3DB 					                Present: Cllrs Clare, Freegard, Husk, and Nicholls,GRETTON PARISH COUNCIL	      Village Hall, 61 Kirby Road, Gretton NN17 3DB			        Email: clerk@grettonparishcouncil.gov.uk www.grettonparishcouncil.gov.uk


In Attendance:  Councillor O’Brien, C Watts Clerk and four members of the public

	Cllr Clare, (Chair) shared that for minuting purposes the meeting was being recorded

26/238	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
	Cllr’s Wright, Page, Curtis
	PCSO and T Smith (PLR & NHW)
	RESOLVED: Approved

26/239	To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct
		related to business on the agenda.
The question was asked by a member of the public in attendance if Cllr Nicholls had a conflict of interest in Agenda item 26/251
Cllr Nicholls stated he would only be providing an update on this Agenda item so there was no conflict of interest.
RESOLVED: Approved
26/240		To fill by co-option two Councillor vacancies due to resignations
	Prior to the meeting the Clerk shared an application from a resident with the Cllr’s.    Dale Thomson was confirmed as co-opted onto the Parish Council.
	The Clerk distributed the forms to the new Cllr to sign the declarations of acceptance of office
		All forms were signed at the meeting and returned to the Clerk.
The Clerk stated that reading material would be shared with the new Cllr in due course
There were no declarations of interest
RESOLVED: Approved
26/241	To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held Monday 13 July 2026
	The Minutes were signed without amendment.
RESOLVED: Approved
26/242	 	Open Forum.
Mr Newby attended the meeting to ask the NNC Cllr for updates on the following points. The remaining rubbish still to be collected in the layby on Harringworth Road, an overgrown/damaged tree on Gretton Brook road that has not been removed by NNC/Highways, the water issue in Gretton Brook. He shared that the lack of communication from NNC, The Environmental Agency and Kier were disappointing.
Action: NNC Cllr O’Brian to follow up on these points along with the issues that were raised at the June walkaround the village
RESOLVED: Approved
26/243	  	To receive a report from County Councillor
Cllr O’Brian shared that there had been a letter to the Environment Agency in relation to the Gretton Brook.
The ditch was partially cleared in May. The leak has been stopped at the drainage pipe and a meeting has been arranged to follow up on the above points
RESOLVED: Approved
26/244		To receive a report from the Police.
Vehicle Crime – 26000431022 – Kirby Road - Two unknown males in a blue/purple older model Ford Cougar, have stolen tools from the back of van. Occurred 16/07/2026 at 1:25pm.
 RESOLVED: Approved
26/245	To receive a report from the Police Liaison Representative and Gretton Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
	 No report received and T Smith (PLR & NHW) was not in attendance.
            RESOLVED: Noted
26/246		Traffic Safety Group Update
	 No report received and T Smith (PLR & NHW) was not in attendance.

            RESOLVED: Noted

26/247	Planning applications
	The question was asked, has the Planning Committee that had been set up, (a recommendation following the outcome of a complaint process last year) met to discuss the following Planning Application? It was confirmed that the planning committee had not met to discuss these applications.                                                   The question was asked should consideration be given to disband the Planning Committee? It was agreed not to disband the Planning Committee and all Cllr’s should read the current neighbourhood plan to ensure they are fully briefed when considering planning applications.	
 RESOLVED: Approved
										  26/01933/HFUL						               Householder Planning Permission: New front porch structure, including amendments to multiple existing window and door openings 65 Kirby Road, Gretton, NN17 3DB									  The Clerk to reply with, This application was discussed at our Parish Council meeting on 10 August 2026 and it was decided that the response is No observations in favour or against (Neutral)
	26/01814/LDP								            Lawful Development - Proposed: Removal of internal sub-divisions to return to 2023 state. Keepers Lodge Farm, Corby Road, Gretton, NN17 3BW                                      The Clerk to reply with, This application was discussed at our Parish Council meeting on 10 August 2026 and it was decided that the response is to recommend approval and support the application.
	26/01883/AGD								  Agricultural - Part 6 Determination: Side and end extension Kirby Hall Farm, Fullen Lane, Gretton, NN17 3ER                                                                                                      The Clerk to reply with, this application was discussed at our Parish Council meeting on 10th August 2026 and the Parish Council have asked for more detail to  be provided as the information and drawings do not appear to show any great detail.
RESOLVED: Approved
26/248		Asset Inspection Update
Prior to the meeting Tim Fox shared the asset inspection report with the clerk who shared with the Cllr’s.
The items that needed attention are 
Fixed Electrical Inspection at the Pavilion, Cllr Nicholls confirmed this is taking place in August                                                                                                                                 Fire Extinguisher servicing at Pavilion and GSSC, Cllr Nicholls will arrange.                Play Area Inspection, Cllr Nicholls to arrange.                                                             Broken equipment at the outdoor gym, The Clerk to contact the supplier.	       The Vegetation at West Wells (Arnhill Road) clearance twice a year carried out by Tim Fox. He has stated he would welcome assistance from any willing volunteers. Vegetation at the pond at Church Gap has reappeard again and would benefit from a small working party. Jacki Lilley who was in attendance as a member of the public at this meeting has offered to assist in setting this up.                                                       The Village Green needs attention to improve its appearance. The ivy has become very overgrown and a potential hazard. Tim Fox has suggested a small working party to tidy the area and offered his services. Cllr Clare to contact Tim and organise a site visit.
RESOLVED: Approved
26/249	To Receive Councillors reports on their activities		                            Prior to the meeting reports were received from Cllr’s Clare, Freegard, Wright, Husk and Nicholls.                                                                                                                              At the meeting the point was raised that not all Cllr’s are submitting reports verbally or written to share their activities that they have been involved in and around the Village as Cllr’s.
	Action: Cllr Clare to follow up with the individual Cllr’s
RESOLVED: Approved		
26/250	To receive update on Fun Day                                                                                              At the meeting Cllr Freegard shared that the Fun day went very well and feedback shared by villagers who attended that it was a very good day. The Cllr’s agreed with this. Cllr Freegard shared that there is yet to be a meeting with the Friends of the Recreation Ground to finalise the monies but would share once completed. Cllr Freegard also shared that he would be willing to run and organise next year’s event
RESOLVED: Approved
26/251	Update on GSSC Lease                        						    At the meeting Cllr Nicholl’s shared that he had been in touch with the solicitors of GSSC and would update the Parish Council when a reply was received.
RESOLVED: Approved

		
26/252		To discuss Grass cutting issues around the Village
Prior to the meeting Cllr Freegard updated the Parish Council with the communications he had been having with NNC to ascertain which mowing map was accurate. It was confirmed that there seemed to be a difference on what was agreed when NNC was handed back the highway cutting of Gretton. It was also discussed that the Parish Council had made the village aware that there would be a reduction in grass cutting through the website, Gretton Life and the Annual Parish Meeting. It was confirmed that the mowing map that has been provided by NNC on the areas they are responsible for is still not accurate and that until this has been rectified it should not be published. The preparation of the mowing tenders for next year were discussed in relation to whether all mowing of the Village to come back under the responsibility of the Parish Council. It was agreed that further discussions are needed when budget setting.
The Clerk shared that she had been in touch with the Contractor responsible for the Recreation Ground and other areas within the Village in relation to the remaining cuts of the season. Cllr Clare agreed to conduct a walk round to ascertain areas that need attention.
Action; Cllr Freegard and NNC Cllr O’Brian to work together and provide updates.
RESOLVED: Approved
NNC Cllr O’Brian left the meeting 20.23pm
26/253		To receive update on Old Fire Station repairs needed
Cllr Clare confirmed that he had spoken to the tenants and would be arranging a site visit. It was also discussed that estate agents would be contacted to arrange a valuation. It was also discussed that a rolling contracted would need to be drafted for the current tenants.
Action: Cllr Clare to arrange meeting with tenants.
Action: The Clerk to prepare a rolling contract
RESOLVED: Approved
26/254		To approve quote received for Pavilion repairs
Prior to the meeting Cllr Wright shared with the Parish Council that the Contractor that was contacted shared that they did not have the skills to carry out the repairs at the Pavilion. Suggestions were given for the Clerk to contact local contractors
		Action: The Clerk to follow up.
 RESOLVED: Approved
		R Newby left the meeting 20.29pm
26/255		To Discuss Recreation Ground Use and Calendar
This was deferred to the next meeting and the clerk to contact Cllr Curtis for an update.
Action: Clerk to follow up with Cllr Curtis
RESOLVED: Approved

26/256	Full Council to receive and approve the Finance reports for June 2026
	The reports were reviewed by all Cllrs but signing to be deferred until next meeting
RESOLVED: Approved

26/256A	To Discuss Budget Considerations for 2027/28
	Prior to the meeting Cllr Nicholls provided the Council with a report, quote and photographs of the play park if the Parish Council was to maintain it. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact NNC and to also check on the S106 closing date for grant application.
	The discussion of the Budget considerations was deferred until next month to give Cllr Clare time to reach out to the working groups in the village
	Action: The Clerk to contact NNC
	Action: The Clerk to provide Cllr Clare contact details of the working groups
RESOLVED: Approved
26/257		To Update the full Council on the appointment of the new Clerk
Cllr Clare confirmed that the new Clerk would be starting her role at the end of September. The new clerk attended this meeting as a member of the public and was introduced to the Council. The current Clerk will work with the new clerk until the end of November.
RESOLVED: Approved
26/258		To approve NALC model HR Policies 
		The following policies were shared with the Council prior to the meeting for review
		Disciplinary Policy – The Clerk to confirm the flow chart
		Equality and Diversity Policy – The Clerk to correct spelling of Gretton
		Grievance Policy – Approved
		Sickness and Absence - Approved
RESOLVED: Approved
26/259	To discuss the Dates of the September and October Monthly Parish Council meetings being moved
	At the meeting Cllr Clare requested that the September and October Parish Councils be moved to allow the new clerk to be in attendance. Dates proposed were 7th September and 19th October. Cllr Nicholls shared that he would be unable to attend the meetings on these dates.
	Action: Posting on Website and Facebook publicising the change of dates for these meetings
RESOLVED: Approved
26/260		To receive a report on any correspondence received since the previous meeting.
	Correspondence received from Age UK in relation to telephone befriending service poster requesting the Parish Council publish. 
	Action: Cllr Freegard to publish on the Parish Council website and Gretton News and Views Facebook page
	Correspondence received in relation to road safety issues on Kirby Road.
	Cllr Freegard agreed to be part of the Speed watch group and will reach out to T Smith
	Action: The Clerk to reply to the resident sharing the measures that are being carried out within the village including zebra crossing and speed watch 
	Correspondence received from GSSC in relation to summer Saturdays in 2027
	It was discussed that all Groups that use the Recreation Ground work together to ensure that double bookings do not occur. Cllr Freegard shared that the Recreation Ground committee meetings will be restarted and that communication should be between Secretaries of all the groups
RESOLVED: Approved
26/261		Councillor questions.
Cllr Freegard shared that he had received correspondence that a young resident had completed litter picking once a week for 11 weeks as part of her Duke of Edinburgh and requested that the parish Council to compose a letter towards her award thanking her for her efforts.
Action: The Clerk and the Chair to work on a response.
Cllr Husk asked that all Cllr’s provide their Bio’s for publishing on the parish Council website
Action: Cllr Freegard to follow up with Cllr’s who are yet to complete this task
It was shared that Jacki Lilley and Martin Spencer are still registered as Cllr’s on the NNC website
		Action: The Clerk to follow up with NNC for these to be removed.
		RESOLVED: Approved
26/262	 	Date of Next Meeting.
		Monday 7 September 2026
26/263		Close.
		21.04pm

Councillors’ reports are available on the PC Website at https://www.grettonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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