

The Seven Principles of Public Life; Selflessness, Objectivity, Openness, Leadership, Integrity, Accountability and Honesty.

Minutes of the Meeting of Gretton Parish Council held on Monday 9 March 2026 at 7.30pm at Gretton Village Hall, 61 Kirby Road, Gretton NN17 3DB GRETTON PARISH COUNCIL
Email: clerkgpc@btinternet.com
www.grettonparishcouncil.co.uk


Present: Cllrs Clare, Husk, Nicholls and Curtis
In Attendance: T Smith(PLR & NHW)), S Gray (TSG) Councillor’s McDonald & O’Brien,            C Watts, Clerk and 4 members of the public
	Cllr Clare (Vice Chair) shared that the meeting is being recorded for Minuting purposes by the Clerk, and once the Minutes have been signed and approved the recording is deleted

26/068	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
	Cllr’s Wright, Freegard, Page, Turner (Resigned)
	PCSO
	RESOLVED: Approved
26/069	To Note the resignation of Cllr Lilley
	RESOLVED: Approved
26/070		To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct
		related to business on the agenda.
		There were no declarations of interest
[bookmark: _Hlk151554180]RESOLVED: Approved
26/071	To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meetings held on 4 February, 9 February and 19 February 2026 
	The Minutes from 4 February and 9 February were signed without amendment. The Minutes of 19 February were deferred for amendment to the next meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk151458411]RESOLVED: Approved.  Votes – all in favour.	
26/072		Open Forum
Prior to the meeting the residents from Hardwick Lane submitted an email explaining that vans, lorries and cars were trying to drive up the Lane which is not a proper road. Sat Navs appear to be showing it as a road. They attended the meeting to ask if the Parish Council can assist.
Cllr McDonald shared his email with the residents and asked them to provide the details, and he would follow it up with Highways.
The residents thanked all involved and left the meeting at 19.40
A resident attended the meeting to share their concerns in relation to fly tipping, flooding around Gretton Brook Road, Pollution of Gretton Brook. He shared that he has contacted the Environmental Agency and NNC on numerous occasions and feels like he is being ignored. The NNC Cllr’s shared that they are constantly following up on these outstanding issues and they are in the process of drafting a letter with all the concerns. Additional points raised were is there a Drainage Plan from businesses being made available to the public and how involved is the local MP Lee Baron were discussed.
RESOLVED: Approved
26/073		To consider actions available concerning flooding on access roads to village
The continued flooding on the access roads were discussed and Cllr McDonald shared that he would raise a members enquiry asking for an investigation as to who is accountable and what action is needed. He will update the clerk once a reply has been received.
RESOLVED: Approved
26/074		To receive a report from Corby Rural Division, North Northamptonshire Council
Cllr McDonald shared that a resident contacted him in relation to a tractor carrying muck spreader was an issue. He shared that he is looking into the details and asked if the contact details of the farmer could be provided. The resident in attendance agreed to provide this information.
Cllr O’Brian shared that he had applied through the Empowerment Fund for a grant for the Community Orchard, a water cooler, Information Board and an Apple press. He will share when he has an update. 
[bookmark: _Hlk151554251]RESOLVED: Approved
Both NNC Cllr’s left the meeting at 20.10pm
The resident shared that the additional member of the public was a reporter from the Northants Telegraph. Cllr Clare apologised for not informing the Parish Council at the start of the meeting.
Both the reporter and the resident left the meeting at 20.12pm
26/075		To receive a report from the Police.
		Report received prior to the meeting that there was no crime reported in February
RESOLVED: Approved
26/076	To receive a report from the Police Liaison Representative and Gretton Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
	T Smith(PLR & NHW) shared that a crime prevention in a box had been applied for. Once received he would organise an event to share this with the Village. The offer of the use of the GSSC was made by Cllr Nicholls. T Smith thanked Cllr Nicholls 
RESOLVED: Approved
26/077		Traffic Safety Group Update
S Gray (TSG) handed over to the Parish Council the speed gun that had been purchased to Cllr Clare. It was agreed that until a suitable location is found that this would be stored at Cllr Clare’s home
RESOLVED: Approved
26/078		Planning Applications
26/00106/HFUL							       Proposal: Householder Planning Permission: Removal of single storey rear garden room, and new single storey rear orangery, 6 Caistor Road, Gretton, NN17 3DL RESOLVED: Voted all approved
25/01298/REM								       Proposal:  Approval of Reserved Matters: Reserved Matters Application Pursuant to Outline Planning Permission 19/00351/OUT for 161 Dwellings and associated infrastructure associated with Parcel 6, Zone 2, Key Phase 1, including the discharge of condition 20 (Travel Plan) Priors Hall Site, Kirby Lane, Deene, NN17 3EJ
It was discussed that this had already been discussed at the January meeting.	
Action: Clerk to investigate 
RESOLVED: Approved

26/079	To receive report from the Clerk on Complaint reviewed at meeting of 19th February
	The report was briefly discussed and agreed to defer to the next meeting 
RESOLVED: Voted all approved.	
26/080	Asset Inspection Update
	Prior to the meeting the report of the Asset Inspection was provided by Tim Fox with a request that Cllr Nicholls and Clare join him at the end of March to conduct a walkthrough the asset Inspection.
	Action: Cllr Nicholls to liaise with Tim Fox to arrange this 
26/081		To Receive Councillors reports on their activities
		 Reports were received from Cllr’s Wright, Husk, Nicholls, Clare and Freegard
		RESOLVED: Approved
26/082		To Appoint a New Member(s) to the Finance Committee
The Cllr’s present asked for further information from the Clerk on this role RESOLVED: Approved
26/083		To appoint a new Internal Controls Officer
The Cllr’s present asked for further information from the Clerk on this role
RESOLVED: Approved
26/084 		To appoint new bank signatories 
The Cllr’s present asked for further information from the Clerk on this role
RESOLVED: Approved
26/085 		Appoint PC rep for Community Orchard group 
It was agreed at the meeting that Cllr Husk would be the contact person from the Parish Council on a trial basis for three months and would share this with the Community Orchard group.
RESOLVED: Approved
 
26/086		Appoint PC rep for Nature Recovery group
It was agreed at the meeting that Cllr Husk would be the contact person from the Parish Council on a trial basis for three months and would share this with the Nature Recovery Group. 
RESOLVED: Approved
26/087		Appoint PC rep for Pocket Park group
It was agreed at the meeting that Cllr Husk would be the contact person from the Parish Council on a trial basis for three months and would share this with the Pocket Park group. 
RESOLVED: Approved
26/088		To consider electricity supply options for Telephone Box (possible disconnection)
		Agreed that this is to be disconnected
		Action: Clerk to contact the Supplier
RESOLVED: Approved
26/089		To review Children’s Play Area quote for flooring and future options
At the meeting Cllr Nicholls shared that he had met with two contractors and received quotes on work required at the children’s play area if the parish Council were to become responsible for its upkeep. Grant options will be explored, and a potential working party were discussed.
Action: Cllr Nicholls to follow up on the above points
RESOLVED: Approved
26/090		To receive quote for installation of sanitary bins in Pavilion
Prior to the meeting the quote was shared with the Cllr’s and this quote was approved . 
RESOLVED: Voted all approved
26/091		To receive mowing tenders and appoint contractors for 2026 mowing season.	
Prior to the meeting Mowing Tenders were shared with the Cllr’s. A further quote was received, and the Clerk asked the Cllr’s present if they wished to be informed of the quote. They agreed they wished to see the quote. Contractors were approved by the Parish Council
Action: Clerk to contact the Contractors with the Council’s decision
RESOLVED: Approved
26/092		Update on new Lease for GSSC
On behalf of GSSC Cllr Nicholls shared that he had been in contact with their solicitor and all is on track.
Action: The Clerk to contact the Parish Council’s solicitor
RESOLVED:  Approved
26/093	              Update on Stone Pit Close
The Clerk shared that there had been no reply from the farmer in relation to the proposal offered by the Parish Council
Action: The Clerk to resend the email and ask Cllr Page to assist in contacting the farmer
RESOLVED:  Approved
26/094		Update on Domain email and website	
At the meeting it was discussed that Cllr Turner be contacted and asked to provide update and notes on work he has previously carried out
Action: The Clerk to follow this up with Cllr Wright
RESOLVED:  Approved
26/095	Update on Training undertaken in last month and future scheduled
	At the meeting Cllr Clare shared that he had completed a chairperson and leadership course and found it very useful. Three Cllr’s have a training course in the month of March. Question was raised if any Cllr’s can chair a meeting as this could be useful to all to have a better understanding and can fill in if needed in the absence of the Chair or Vice Chair
	Action: Clerk to investigate with NCALC
RESOLVED:  Approved
26/096                To adopt revised Complaints Policy
	Before the meeting the Policy was shared with the Cllr’s
	The Policy was adopted
RESOLVED: Voted All Approved
26/097                To adopt revised Terms of Reference for Planning Committee
	Before the meeting the Policy was shared with the Cllr’s
	The Policy was adopted
RESOLVED: Voted All Approved
26/098                To adopt a new Community Group Budgeting & Expenses Policy
	Before the meeting the Policy was shared with the Cllr’s
	The Policy was adopted
RESOLVED: Voted All Approved
26/099	To consider request for Bouncy Castles to be used on Recreation Ground on Friday 15th May.
	At the meeting Cllr Nicholls shared the order of events and that it would be fully supervised with all safety measures in place
RESOLVED: Voted All Approved
26/100	To consider purchase of ‘considerate parking’ banners for Recreation Ground
	Prior to the meeting Cllr Curtis shared the costs of £35 with the Parish Council. It was agreed that the Parish Council would cover the cost of the Banners
RESOLVED: Voted All Approved
26/101                Update on scheduling for Annual Parish Meeting 
	At the meeting it was discussed that the meeting will take place on Friday 24th April at the Village Hall. Cllr Husk has offered to provide refreshments, and Cllr Curtis has offered her services on the day. The Clerk shared that there will be invites sent out to all working groups in the Village inviting them to attend and provide a presentation if they wish.
	Action: Clerk to liaise with the Village Groups and ask Cllr’s for confirmation of their attendance 
RESOLVED: Approved
26/102		To receive a report on any correspondence received since the previous meeting.
1 Email in relation to Neighbourhood plan review
Due to the resignation of Cllr Lilley and the loss of her knowledge on this, further investigation needed as to who within the Parish Council could work on this with the possibility of assistance from J Lilley.				   RESOLVED: Approved
2 Email in relation to Nature recovery plan and CAN champions
Request received asking if the Parish Council will give their blessing to support the nature Recovery Group working with Nene River Trust to develop a village Nature Recovery Plan
Action: The Clerk to reply confirming that the Parish Council has agreed to this request
RESOLVED: Approved
3 Email from resident on relation to Cllr reports for Jan and Feb not being posted on website
Prior to the meeting the Clerk shared the emails received in relation to the question of these reports not being published on the website. The Clerk shared that she had replied to the resident that the delay in the publishing of these reports was due to back log of work to be completed and the transition from the old website to the new website is almost complete. The Clerk confirmed these reports have now been published on both websites and that the resident will be informed
Action: The Clerk to contact the resident.
RESOLVED: Approved
4 Email received from Gretton FC in relation to the rounders team using the field and the fixture dates
The Football club have asked if they could be provided with the dates of their matches and the location of their pitch so that all parties can work together on using the Recreation Ground
[bookmark: _Hlk151554705]Action: Cllr Curtis to contact all coaches of the Football Club for dates of their fixtures for both parties to work together				   RESOLVED: Approved
26/103		Councillor Questions
Cllr Curtis shared that she had spoken to the Football club in relation to their annual invoice and that it would be paid imminently 
The question was asked that when advertising for new Cllr’s skill sets and interests for finance, planning, nature and sustainability are considered.
RESOLVED: Approved

26/104		Date of Next Meeting
		13 April 2026
RESOLVED: Approved

26/105		Close
		22.04
RESOLVED: Approved

Councillors’ reports are available on the PC Website at https://www.grettonparishcouncil.co.uk/
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